Priorities

A discipleship training to equip
Christians for works of service,
so that the Body of Christ may
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16)
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Theme: Priorities

Day1 Mark 8:34-38

Prerequisites for every Christian
#Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples
and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. #° For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever
loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.
3 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world,
yet forfeit their soul? 7 Or what can anyone give in
exchange for their soul? *If anyone is ashamed of me and
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his
Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

Day2 1 Timothy 3:4-7

Prerequisites for every Christian leader (elder)
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
> Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength. ¢ These
commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. “Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
?Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on
your gates.

Day3 Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Responsibilities for the family
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
> Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength. ¢ These
commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. “Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
?Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on
your gates.
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Day 4 Colossians 3:18-4:1
Rules for the family and work

8 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting
in the Lord.

?Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with
them.

2 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this
pleases the Lord.

#! Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will
become discouraged.

#?Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do
it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their
favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the
Lord. ¥ Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters, ?since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as
a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. #* Anyone
who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there
is no favoritism.

Colossians 4

! Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair,
because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

Day 5 % 1 Timothy 4:1-16

Instructions to young Christians
"The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will
abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things
taught by demons. ? Such teachings come through
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as
with a hot iron. ? They forbid people to marry and order
them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to
be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and
who know the truth. ?For everything God created is good,
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with
thanksgiving, ° because it is consecrated by the word of
God and prayer.
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¢If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters,
you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on
the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you
have followed. “Have nothing to do with godless myths
and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. ¢ For
physical training is of some value, but godliness has value
for all things, holding promise for both the present life
and the life to come. ? This is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance. “ That is why we labor and strive,
because we have put our hope in the living God, who is
the Savior of all people, and especially of those who
believe.

" Command and teach these things. “Don’t let anyone
look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith and in purity. ¥ Until I come, devote yourself to the
public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching,.
“Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through
prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you.
©Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to
them, so that everyone may see your progress. * Watch
your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because
if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.

Day 6 Titus 2:1-8

Instructions to various groups of Christians
"You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound
doctrine. ? Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy
of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and
in endurance.
3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the
way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much
wine, but to teach what is good. “Then they can urge the
younger women to love their husbands and children, * to
be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be
kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one
will malign the word of God.
¢ Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled.
7In everything set them an example by doing what is
good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness *and
soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that
those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have
nothing bad to say about us.
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Day7 2 Timothy 2:1-7 and 22

Instructions to Christian who want to serve

Jesus Christ
"You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. ?And the things you have heard me say in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who
will also be qualified to teach others. ?Join with me in
suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. “No one
serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but
rather tries to please his commanding officer. ’ Similarly,
anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the
victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules.
¢®The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a
share of the crops. ”Reflect on what I am saying, for the
Lord will give you insight into all this.
*?Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness,
faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the
Lord out of a pure heart.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
Rule for the relationship between a man and a
woman

Day 8

" As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed
you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are
living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to
do this more and more.  For you know what instructions
we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.

1t is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you
should avoid sexual immorality; # that each of you should
learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and
honorable, “not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do
not know God; and that in this matter no one should
wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord
will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you
and warned you before. ”For God did not call us to be
impure, but to live a holy life. ® Therefore, anyone who
rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but

God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit.
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Day 9 1 Kings 18:21-38

Who is God really?
! Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will
you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God,
follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”
But the people said nothing.
#?Then Eljjah said to them, “I am the only one of the
LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty
prophets. % Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets
choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces
and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare
the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it.
2*Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call
on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by
fire—he is God.”
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”
# Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the
bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of you.
Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.”
%°So they took the bull given them and prepared it.
Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till
noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was no
response; no one answered. And they danced around the
altar they had made.
#7 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he
said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or
busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be
awakened.” % So they shouted louder and slashed
themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom,
until their blood flowed. ¥’ Midday passed, and they
continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the
evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one
answered, no one paid attention.
#Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.”
They came to him, and he repaired the altar of the
LORD, which had been torn down. ' Elijah took twelve
stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to
whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your
name shall be Israel.” #With the stones he built an altar
in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it
large enough to hold two seahs of seed. %’ He arranged the
wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood.
Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and
pour it on the offering and on the wood.”
#“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third
time.  The water ran down around the altar and even
filled the trench.
% At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped
forward and prayed: “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac
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and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel
and that I am your servant and have done all these things
at your command. 7 Answer me, LORD, answer me, so
these people will know that you, LORD, are God, and
that you are turning their hearts back again.”

9 Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the
sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked
up the water in the trench.

Day 10 Ecclesiastes 3:1-17.
There is a time for everything

"There is a time for everything,

and a season for every activity under the heavens:

Za time to be born and a time to die,

a time to plant and a time to uproot,

3a time to kill and a time to heal,

a time to tear down and a time to build,

“a time to weep and a time to laugh,

a time to mourn and a time to dance,

7 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,

a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
®a time to search and a time to give up,

a time to keep and a time to throw away,

7a time to tear and a time to mend,

a time to be silent and a time to speak,

4a time to love and a time to hate,

a time for war and a time for peace.

?What do workers gain from their toil? /T have seen the
burden God has laid on the human race. // He has made
everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in
the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has
done from beginning to end. **I know that there is
nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good
while they live. ' That each of them may eat and drink,
and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of
God. "“I know that everything God does will endure
forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken
from it. God does it so that people will fear him.
5Whatever is has already been,

and what will be has been before;

and God will call the past to account.

' And I saw something else under the sun:

In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,

in the place of justice—wickedness was there.

71 said to myself,

“God will bring into judgment

both the righteous and the wicked,

for there will be a time for every activity,

a time to judge every deed.”
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